Energy from renewable sources

In the EC Directive, "energy from renewable sources" means energy from
renewable non-fossil sources: wind, solar, geothermal, aerothermal,
hydrothermal and ocean energy, hydropower, biomass, landfill gas, sewage
treatment plant gas and biogases.

Here, "aerothermal energy" means energy stored in form of heat in the
ambient air. "Geothermal energy" means energy stored in form of heat
beneath the surface of solid earth. "Hydrothermal energy" means energy
stored in form of heat in surface water. "Biomass" means the biodegradable
fraction of products, waste and residues from biological origin from
agriculture (including vegetal and animal substances), forestry and related
industries including fisheries and aquaculture, as well as the biodegradable
fraction of industrial and municipal waste. “Biogas” means a fuel gas
produced from biomass and/or from the biodegradable fraction of waste, that
can be purified to natural gas quality, to be used as biofuel, or woodgas.

There are national overall targets for the use of energy from renewable
sources. Each Member State shall ensure that the share of energy from
renewable sources in gross final consumption of energy in 2020 is at least its
national overall target for the share of energy from renewable sources in that
year. These mandatory national targets are consistent with a target of at
least a 20% share of energy from renewable sources in the Community's gross
final energy consumption in 2020. Each Member State shall promote and
encourage energy efficiency and energy saving.
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